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Abstract:

This study seeks to examine the nature of relationship between democratic choice and the rentier
mono-revenue economy which might root the culture of wealth consumption rather than its production,
enhances the dependency of society to state, and reduces opportunities for democratic transition. The
dependency of rentier state on oil revenues instead of taxes secures it from its people’s accountability,
promotes its social status, and promotes its political independence. This type of states adopts distributive
policies that not only lead to the exclusion its citizens from the political sphere, but also make them its
subordinators and fully obedient to it. As a result, it does not pay attention to any internal or external
pressures for enhancing political participation. The dominance of the rentier economy, along with whatsoever
dominance relationships and subordinate between the state and the community, lead to the emergence of an
unaccountable political system, where the rentier economy generates a political and social class that works
with its gains and prestige to impede the shift to diversification of the economy and thus impede the
democratic transition.

Keywords: Political economy; rentier economy; rentier state; Democratic deficit; dilemma of
democratic choice.
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